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Inside Kentucky

Diversity is Good!
We started decades ago as a Goldwing Group, but as  
with everything else in life, the only constant is 
change.  The diversity of vehicles in our 2026 KRR 
adds excitement and a bit of intrigue to the group.  It 
gives our members the opportunity to explore new 
adventures.  
Don P. led a group of Slingshots (Chapter A & K) to a 
four-day Slingshot rally in Arkansas.  Aside from the 
hot weather, everyone had a good time.  Don led rides 
during the rally with up to twelve “slings”, proving that 
Kentucky has talent!  
Jim and Kay from Chapter K came into a little luck 
when they entered a contest at Hucks and won a new 
slingshot, so watch for them to pull up with a new set 
of wheels.



State Directors Report
Now that Fall has arrived are you still looking forward to riding, or are you 
thinking about preparing your motorcycle for the winter?  For me, Fall simply 
means that it is time to put the liner in my jacket or wear a heavier one.  
Looking at my calendar, I see that there are still riding opportunities to look 
forward to.  First, I am planning to ride to Biketoberfest in Daytona Beach, 
Florida from October 14-18.  For those of you who have never heard of 
Biketoberfest, it is just a scaled down version of Daytona Beach Bike Week.  
There are plenty of vendors, but with less people.  

Once arriving home, I will get my laundry done and ready to head out on the State Leaf Peeping ride, planned 
by Bruce Hensley, our State Ride Coordinator.  I was one of the seven people who completed the entire ride 
last year and I had a great time, so I am really looking forward to this year’s ride.  I hope all of you who really 
enjoy the sport of riding will plan to join in when the ride comes through your chapter area, if you are not 
planning to complete the whole trip.   The scenery was amazing last year, and we did encounter some weather, 
but still had a fantastic time.  I hope to see you joining in.  More information on the ride can be found on the 
website at www.kyroadriders.org.  Remember that you can get credit for a State Ride on your Passport for just 
participating in one leg of the ride. 
It is not too early to start planning for the 2027 riding season and you will find a link to the Save the Date 
information concerning the Winter Warm-Up, The Ride-In, The Campfires and Comforters Tour, and The Blast.  
We are really excited to have this information available and hope you will take advantage of the early notice to 
get yourself scheduled to have some fun with your friends throughout the state.  The more you participate, the 
more fun you will have.    As always, stay safe! 

Rick & Leah Cridlin
State Directors



State Educators Report
In March of 2018 I replaced the stock saddle on our 2004 Gold Wing with a gently used stock 
saddle from a 2008 Gold Wing.  This saddle includes the heating elements installed by Honda.  
For the temperature controllers, I used Gerbing heated clothing controllers and powered them 
by installing a relay connected to the battery and cycled by the accessory port in the Gold Wing 
fuse panel.  This modification has worked very well for us during the eight years and 40,000+ 
miles since.  In late fall of 2025, I noticed the seams of the front rider’s cushion were starting to 
separate.  As the weather continued to get colder, the gap in the seams appeared to grow 
wider.  I tried a vinyl fluid repair, which much to my surprise seemed to work acceptably on 
small sections, but the seams in other areas also began to split, presenting a much larger 
project.  After searching the internet for available repair/replacement options, I chose to 
purchase a replacement seat cover set.  

Rick & Kim Artmayer
State Educators

Made here in North America, the cover arrived after a few days. It is made of 
special cold resistant outdoor 4-way stretch marine vinyl material with a cold 
crack rating of -65 degrees Fahrenheit.  The installation instructions were 
relatively simple in that one must remove the existing cover and replace it 
using the existing fasteners just like the original cover.  In reality, this process 
was a little bit more involved.



The original cover is fastened around the edge of the seat pan with many ½ inch staples driven directly into the plastic pan itself.  
These fasteners are installed to make the cover fit tightly to keep a smooth surface when not covered by a person.  Removing these 
staples carefully is important to minimize any damage to the seat pan so that the new staples will have a good foundation to fasten 
the new cover securely.  Next, the loops of thread that are attached to the original seat cover seams must be removed from the 
plastic clips that hold them after being pulled through holes in the seat foam and the seat pan.  After 18 years of weather and 
vibration, these clips can become fragile and require careful attention while removing them.  Due to the tension from the foam of 
the seat, the thread loops are best cut before the clips are gently compressed and removed from their recess in the seat pan.

Installing the new seat cover was easier than I anticipated.  I started in the middle by sliding the cover onto the “horns” of foam that 
wrap around the back of the front rider’s hips.  Next, I located the thread loops in the middle of the saddle and pulled them through 
and onto the clips, gently pressing each clip into its recess before releasing the tension of the thread loop onto the clip itself.  I then 
alternated working forward and backward one row of loops at a time, until all the loops were pulled through and secured.  The last 
step was to stretch the seat cover over the edge of the seat pan and fasten with new staples.  I started again in the middle of the 
saddle and alternated sides carefully pulling the material taut and working to keep the seams along the edges of the foam beneath 
it.  This operation is best performed with a pneumatic stapler and requires firm pressure to prevent the tool kicking back and not 
driving the staple fully into the seat pan.

I am pleased with the results and with the seat cover itself.  The material looks good and matches the original Honda design.  I think 
the seat feels a little bit softer, and I find that I do not slide forward so easily as I did with the original cover, perhaps due to the 
softer/more stretchy material.  One thing I do notice is that the seat stays wet for a long time after rain.  In hindsight, I think I should 
have treated the seams with a vinyl sealant like VLP and sprayed the backside of the seat cover with a water repellant.  
Maybe next time.

State Educator Report - Continued



State Pins & Patches Report
Welcome to Fall!  Riding season is almost over, but there are still some 
good days in the future.  Don’t forget:  the fall ride around the state is 
coming up at the end of the month.  Bruce has put together a great ride.  If 
you can’t do the whole ride, please consider doing at least part of it.
Stay safe and keep riding!

John Keiter
State Pins & Patches State Ride Coordinator Report

I see the weather for the next ten days is finally out of the 90’s!  Thank Goodness, 
now maybe we can get back to more riding. Course with that said, several of us 
just finished up a 1400-mile ride.  It doesn’t seem that we have done much riding 
this season, but I think I have logged over eight thousand happy miles this riding 
season, so I guess we have been riding.
We are so fortunate, (especially with the current prices of gas) to have chosen 
such a hobby, that lets us have the wind in our face for a reasonable cost per 
mile.  We get the opportunity to see such wonderful sights and to meet and visit 
with friends old and new.
So, find an excuse, get out and ride.  Oh, and by the way the State Leaf Peeping 
Ride is coming up this month October 23-26.  Details are on the State Website.  
Let’s get out and enjoy this fall weather.

Bruce & Kathy Hensley
State Ride Coordinators









2027 Campfire & Comforters Tour 

Leah Cridlin
State Cruise Director

Hello,
The Breaks Interstate Park, 627 Commission Circle, Breaks, VA 
24607.....it is known as the Grand Canyon of the East.  
Dates:  July 29-31, 2027.  Remember this weekend is a time to 
come together, hang out, ride your motorcycle, 
camp.....anything you want it to be.
We will organize some dinners as the weekend gets closer.

Comforters members
A block of rooms have been reserved at the 
Goldenrod Lodge at the Breaks State park. 
Please call 276-865-4413 to make your 
reservation.  The group code is Kentucky 
Road Riders or Leah Cridlin
The room rate is $106.80 per night + a $6.00 
registration fee and taxes.
When making your reservation, please 
specify if you want a King or a Double bed 
room.  The block expires on June 29, 2027.

Campfire members
 The campground is in VA, so Reserve 
America works a little differently. 
 Rick and I are on site 63.  



Winter Warm-up
KRR of the Seas

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Comfort Inn, 5905 Merchants St, Florence, KY 
41042.
The block code is KY Road Riders.
The room rate is $104 for King Suites and $109 for Studio 2 Queen Suites + taxes
Reservations should be made by January 1, 2027.

January 30th, 2027 – Winter Warm Up – 
Burlington, KY
Come cruise with us, straight into 
2027.  Our Winter Warm-up is a great 
way to start the year.  Food, friends, 
and fun is the agenda, so come and 
spend some time cruising’ with us.







Newsletter Editor

Donita Nardi
Newsletter Editor

You may have noticed that this newsletter looks  a 
little different than the last few years, but I think we’re 
ready for a change.  Microsoft eliminated the platform 
that I used to publish the newsletter, and so it 
became necessary to make some changes.  

With this change I would like to take the opportunity 
to refresh the “For Sale” section , so I have cleared 
that section off for now and will gladly accept any 
items that you would like to re-list.  This way we can 
start 2027 up-to-date and current.

I hope you all enjoy the new format.  Please send me 
anything you would like to include in the KRR 
newsletter.  My deadline for submissions is the 26th of 
each month.  Thanks for reading!



KRR Chapters





TEAM KENTUCKY
Title Staff Members Email Contact

State Directors Rick and Leah Cridlin kyroadriderdirector@gmail.com.

Assistant State Directors Dan and Rita Bondurant assistant_director@kyroadriders.org

State Educator Rick Artmayer ky.de.educator@gmail.com

University Coordinator Rick Artmayer trainer@kyroadriders.org

State MEPC Dean, Lora, Miles & Mark mepc@kyroadriders.org

2026 Couple of the Year Tim & Jayne Ellen Mourning coy@kyroadriders.org

2026 Individual of the Year Dedre VanHoose ioy@kyroadriders.org

COY Coordinators Jim and Kay Bryan COY_Coordinator@kyroadriders.org

State Treasurer Jerry and Luanne Williams  treasurer@kyroadriders.org

State Ride Coordinators Bruce and Kathy Hensley ride_coordinator@kyroadriders.org

State Vendor Coordinators Kim Artmayer vendor_coordinator@kyroadriders.org

State Webmaster Roger Early webmaster@kyroadriders.org

State Pins & Patches John Keiter pins_patches@kyroadriders.org

State Newsletter Donita Nardi newsletter_editor@kyroadriders.org

mailto:vendor_coordinator@kyroadriders.org
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